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Rainwater Harvesting: A Common Sense Solution to Water Security

Lry D Chtstophas Gy,
Oirecorartn
Carbesn
Emvironmental Haalth
Instite (GEHT)

The impacs of glehal
WANTIDE oo our
Caribbean climate is of
increasing Sle
Preliminary predictions
rmcrwng’ from experts
in the Geld of chmate
checrvations and ibe
Caribbean Community
Climate Centre
(COCCC) suggest that
rainfall patterns in the
Caribbesn will liksl
tend toward an overall
‘dryimg  trend”  with
declines in wel scason
rainfall, althcugh dry
semson minfall may bo
mare moderate  and
nctually tend toward
increased rainfall
Amounis.

Experis cncrally
agree  tha Flurri.:nm:
sciivity may inénesse,
exposing the Caribbean
regian 1o umold adverse
consequences.  Post-
huarricane situstions ane
merked by water ssance-
ty and extreme risk from
the healih n.nrll 5;uln|:l'::|
pEmEpecive. inthis C
our Coribbean commu-
mities musl kasien the
pace 1_9 incnrp-urn.tz
appropriaie =
casures i climaie

We practiced it for gen-
erations  before pipe-
barne supplies became
wi M DT coms

munitics, In fact RWH

Source all waler 5 Al
in mmamy of the Tﬂ
islands, mnalably the
Grenadines, the Lee-
ward ard Virgin Islands,
and the Bahamas,
However, the emerg-
ing trend in some of
heie islands is to move
mway from traditioanl
EWH moctheds in Favour
pd' aliemative technalo-
md: as desalimanos

l.nd dnp-welt shstrac-

Hn‘wwcr these alier-
pative I::hn.n[umn:
come al a higher com
and their mnﬂﬂﬂx
depends 0n CONBUMETS
ability and willingness
i pay for semviees. [n
many cnses BWH has

change in seouring
water supplies. Collect-
ing and storing minwa-
ter far later use is g:r
'hnprs umnn!ﬁ: aur s1
oar \’uln:rabll.lnr :4;.
water scarcity in the
face of elimate change
acts.
miuiuwmr'h-mﬂing
(RWH]) is by no means
new to the Caribbean.

Vacancies for Shell Shop

David G Otway Ltd, Lagoon Read, 5t George

The ideal Candidate must have:

& Al least 5 years working experiance in an accounting
function

& Af least an A'level or working towards a degree in
Accounting

% Excellent computer skills — Microsoft Excel,
Counterpoint

# Excellent communication and organizational skills

& The ability fo work effectively with staff and SHELL
SHOP employees

% A flaxible nature to work-related issues

The candidafe will be responsibie:

To check and reconcile Vendors® statements

To code and enter payment information

To coordinale payments and prepare spreadshests
To follow payment procedure ingluding printing of
cheques and monthly reports

To sort and distribute chegues to vendars and -busi-
nass housas

To make bank deposits daily

To prepare paysheets for Shell Shop staif

e & HHHL

Please a-mail latter of Application and Curriculum Vitae

to: mugabo @ spicaisle.com.

If you do not have internet access, please mail applica-
fion to:

Cacil Bartholomew

c/o David G Ctway Ltd

Paddock, St George

comtinaes 10 be a main  sapply

Application Deadiine: Monday, June 16, 2008

fellen ous of fvour dus
1o the perception that
ihe practice is ‘outdat-
ed”. Where investmenis
in such expensive water
cplions are nat
vizhle, RWH remains an
aitractive option 1o meet
shoetfalls in supgly.

Raipwater harvesting
shoald be used to pro=
wide an additicasl mea-
sure of water security 1o
househodders, famsers,
hmplu.ls. schaals, atel

and business opcralions.
Tl:u.- m:tnnhﬂ :ln. he
%plmhq EYE-
leg. rm(g:l and used to
caphure and channel har-
vested warer. REWH is
of high values particular-
Iy fi natural dis-
asters  (nofably  hurri-
canes), where waler
supply  infrastructure
may be damaged and
remain out of commis-
sion for extended peri-
osds.

Applications of min-
Waler harvesting are not
only limited 1o bowse-
hold and domestic pur-
, but ﬂ;ﬂ: ﬂ;]a
wmportant 1o the sgnic
tural and commercial
seciors whene minwater
can be wed Mo offeel
heavy demands for non-

ble (not for drink-
ing] water, The high
volumes of potable
water that are ved inoa
variety of manufacher-
ing, washing/clenning,
walcring  {erops  and
I:'l.:ﬂncE: FIOOERSES CAn
be sugmenicd by min-

water, which can bencfit
pr-}dl.mmn ] COES
through redused water
wtzliny bills, and assisy
cOnserving water sup-

plics in general.
The United MNations
Envircoment Pro-

gramme (UNEF] has
emherked om o glohal
inilistive bo ole the
usz of B and hns
implemented prajects in
Aaﬂ. Africa and the
P‘n:lﬁchf]]]id Thh:
REETCY extended 1

initimisve 1o the Caribe
nto  bean sines TS parteer-
ing with 1he Caribbean
Enviroa-mental Healtlh
Institwte  (CEHI) 1o

engage in pilot KWH and

promation sctivities.

In a first of the
UNEP-CEHI collabora-
ticm, the Er-island state
of mainlapd Grenada,
Carrincou  and  Petite
Martinbque was chosen
for o pilot initistive in
the d.:\'l:luB:n:ul of a
Netiopal RWH Promao-
tional Programme. The
principle artners
included the Grenada
Ministry of Agmiculure
and the Matomal Walee
znd Sewernge Authoety.

Signiftcant destrus-
tien hrought on by
Hurrcane Ivam in 2004
caused massive dumage
1o the housing wock and
commercial seciars, and
disnapled wanr supplics o
in mairland Grenada for
extended periods, Om
the other hamd, waier
availability
Camiocou and  Petite
Mardnsgue was aol &n

on  The prinel

ismue following the huz-
ricane ns these islands
awtilise rawater for all
needs.  [n dact, Carria-
cou supplied mazinland
Grenads with water in
the aftermath of the

stonm.

The lGr\:n:.dn R"i'-’l-[
nationn IO ETIIT T
ﬁ'ndui ihe hasis I‘or

elopment  of &
Hegional RWH Pro-
me for the Casb-
which sesks to
replicate ke mational
actions proposed  for
in addstron o

actipns: best implement-
ed at the i level
to facilitwe coordination
harmaoaisation af
iﬂmbﬁs The peoject
uced a sugle of
pu.hl-: education mmn.
als that incloded
brochures, a e
feature and mdic public
SErVios ARROENCEMEnS.

A second phase of the
UNEP-CEHI collabora-
tien 5 endepway and
focuscs on spocific che-
mesis of the Caribbean
Regional Sosegy, bul
agnin af a | level
with emphasis on devel-
cpment of best practices ©

I.!Il:m

in RWH. In ikis case s

Antigus and Borhuda
was  selected a3 a
demonsimation coumiry
glven the fact that 1
[penem:u high levels

waler-scareity, and
thet BWH is a well-
catablished  eradition
unoag ihe rnpu.lm:e

!‘ulll.i..
M:Iwnw

ner s the |
Uriliiies
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1 BWIL
1 than with expanded stor-

[APUA)

A notional - sympe-
sium oo Integrated
Water Respurees
Management was held
m Jam IME in
which RWH water aug-
menlaliva  slrslegics-

were examined in the
conlext of en ement
of water security in
.ﬁ.n! mnd Borbuoda

miie  wit  ako
plmd on health and
sanitation practices
reinted 1o maiswater har-
vesting, . The swmpo-
Siaun 1o rakse
the profile of water
resounces managemenit
in the country.

Two feld demonstra-
tion projects on REWH
best practices are cur-
rr:mJy being established
in mnsth- w:ﬂ Antigua.
Oae model is a lower-
income household, and
the other a small-seale
commercitl agro-pro-
caEsing enlerprisa.
These despopsirations
will feature retro-fAttcd
reof  caphare, com-
vevanee amd  sLorage
I':Eil:iti!: that :Src
dmg;u:tl 1o optisally
bure 11||11-.1.11=r amd
ely store i Of
Imporinonce B ensuring
that these RWH mlu
tions are low-cost mnd
eay 1

Ta :mﬂ]ﬂ:mzm the
dernomserations, & hand-
book on EWH best
Fu-miccs will ke puh-
ished for use by home
and busimess owners,
contractors and archi-

will l.1.|.|:| be cogamised
for farmers, emirepre-
neurs, contractors ond
hompowners an condig-

urmtion and  installa-
tianretro-firt ol
lwmaﬂm RWH sys-

lt 5t Lusela RWH

| demonstration is alsa

et moted under
:h.:mfm&m of the Global

| Envirenmes Factlity-

funded et
Watershed and Coastal
Areas (GEF-TWCAM)
project with  fanding
assiftapce  frodh  ihe
European Union, In this
mitiative  some 10
hoessholds  end  five
commurity  institution
buildings in  the
Maobouya Valley, a
severely weler-stressed
community  on  the
islend’s east const are
being configured for
It is expecied

ting,

age residents and com-
munity members will

from a more reli-
sble supply particularly
during the drisr manths
of the year.
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